Annotated Bibliographies 
Annotated bibliographies go a step beyond a simple bibliography. They reveal your understanding of resources used in your research, plus they give additional information about your sources. This information allows readers to make informed decisions about your sources, should they wish to do more reading on your topic.
Below is an example of an annotated bibliographic citation in the APA format (see the A.C. Buehler library’s Writing & Citing web page for more examples of the APA citation style):

Goldschneider, F. K., Waite, L. J., & Witsberger, C. (1986). Nonfamily living and 
the erosion of traditional family orientations among young adults. American Sociological Review, 51, 541-554. 

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.

Your standard APA citation should be followed by a short, concise 2-3 sentence summary of the information contained in the article/book/video/etc. The annotation should give a very brief synopsis of argument(s) in the article/book/website that was relevant to your paper. Also, feel free to include any personal reflections on your feelings about the author(s)’ argument(s), such as; do you feel the author was correct? Was the source worthwhile? Do you have anything to add to the argument(s) which the author(s) didn’t address?
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note: thanks to the Cornell University Olin and Uris Library websites at www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research (accessed 2/1/06) for this information.

