Some (Very) Basic Guidelines about Copyright and the Internet
Although there is almost endless amount of text and image resources on the Internet, you must be careful about utilizing them. Internet images and text are generally considered intellectual property just like print material, and are covered under U.S. Copyright Law. There are strict guidelines about using copyrighted material.

Usually, it is allowable to cite a portion of somebody else’s copyrighted material for educational projects (assignments, homework) and/or presentation in the classroom, as long as you document your sources accurately, don’t present others’ material as your own (i.e. plagiarism), and strive to include only the most important, relevant information. This is covered by the concept of “Fair Use” as defined by current copyright law.
However, if you are making a document that will be EVER be published or made viewable to the public (such as a web page, weblog, PowerPoint presentation or bulletin-board posting) then quoting your sources is not enough. YOU MUST GET PERMISSION TO USE COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL FIRST. 

Here are a few very basic guidelines about copyright:
1. Use website sources that are advertised as “open” or freely available~ for instance, some websites offer free-for-use images (such as clip art and thumbnails). Sites such as Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page) give users pretty free rein to use their material. These sites will usually tell you right away if it is permissible to use their resources, although they may have rules about how you may use their resources.

2. If you find something on a particular site that you want to use, search for information about the site’s copyright/use/image policy. It may be under the headings “privacy policy, FAQ ” or “about this website.” Rules differ, but many websites will let you use their text and images freely as long as you have asked for permission first, and/or give them credit somewhere on your document (such as “pictures courtesy of CNN”).

3. If you can’t find rules on the website about using the website’s material, contact the person or organization responsible for the website and ask for permission to use their material.
4. If in doubt, you probably shouldn’t use it. It is very easy for others to find out if you have used their resources without their permission (there is even software marketed to schools and companies that will search for evidence of plagiarized material). Don’t take the chance.

