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In my 3 years at the A.C. Buehler Library I believe I have developed the competence and experience necessary to execute professional librarianship as it is outlined in the Qualifications for Librarian promotion in the faculty manual. Since arriving here, I have matured in my abilities as a librarian, a scholar and a faculty member, and also all the other myriad ways in which those roles are intertwined with pedagogy and service throughout the campus and the community. 
Some of my accomplishments up to this point in my academic career include having taught an average of 50 one- to two hour bibliographic instruction classes per year for the Nursing, Foreign Language, English, and Communication Arts and Science departments. I have also assumed responsibility for collection development in these departments, and have initiated the accumulation of materials to support the new Graduate Nursing Program. I have facilitated off-campus access for our cohort nursing students by instituting a new distributed-learning best-practices program, the fruits of which were presented as a poster at the 2005 ACRL national conference.  To further assist with access and the organization of the library, I have been charged with administering the library local area computer network (LAN), and I am responsible for maintaining, updating and repairing the hardware and software on approximately 100 computers and attached peripherals. I have also begun managing the off-campus access server that allows students to use databases remotely, and I facilitate all Blackboard administrative requests and technical assistance needs from faculty within my departments.


As I gain experience, I am aware that there are areas in which I need to continue my development and gain additional skills. I hope to use this review opportunity to refine my needs and determine my future areas of focus with tenure in mind.


Librarianship Philosophy
My primary driving philosophy in librarianship is connecting students with appropriate information in a pedagogical setting which instills the research methodology. To do this, librarians in an academic setting must primarily be teachers, not merely information hunters-and-gatherers. Every reference question and assignment is a chance to instruct a student or class on the deductive and inductive properties of research. In the electronic age, this process is also meshed with computer proficiency and skills, so I believe that it is the librarian’s duty to operate at the forefront of information technology. Information, no matter how accurate or timely, is useless if it is inaccessible or incorrectly presented, so librarians must also be able to handle technological and presentation/formatting needs that crop up in an academic environment.  To do this, librarians must be proficient across a wide range of computer hardware, applications and devices, including (but not limited to) web page design tools such as FrontPage and Dreamweaver, presentation tools (PowerPoint, Publisher), search engines, and database interfaces. 
In addition to research and computer-literacy, students must be instructed in the oft-neglected tools and techniques associated with presenting research in an academic environment. Because the library is central to all disciplines on the campus, it is an ideal place to address issues of copyright and plagiarism in the context of information literacy sessions. The entire process of topic-selection-to-final-paper also cannot be ignored or thought “beneath” the role of information literacy; librarians should provide students with appropriate tools and resources for citation styles, issues of grammar, manuscript formatting and rhetorical devices. This is more holistic treatment of information literacy within the context of an academic curriculum.
Essential Areas of Librarianship


My current main librarianship focus is on providing effective reference service and access. It is imperative that the library keeps pace with technological demands and expectations in today’s educational world. To that effect, libraries must adapt and anticipate the skills and demands of the faculty and student body. Contemporary information literacy instruction includes any and all means by which users can put hand or eye to document. Also, the boundaries of current libraries don’t end at the front door; students and teachers expect to have 24/7 access to research tools no matter where they might physically reside. Accordingly, one of my most essential recent tasks was to research, provide, and administer reliable off-campus research access for Elmhurst College.

After familiarizing myself with the system we were using as a temporary measure, I researched commercial off-campus solutions used by other academic libraries, spoke with others who administered such systems, and selected a suitable application. Based upon that research, the library purchased and I now successfully administer the library “remote-authentication proxy-server.” Students and faculty can login from anywhere in the world and, with their password and ID, research our entire collection of databases. This new tool directly supports the needs of student and faculty, and supports the conceptualization of modern-day research.

Due to the fact that my computer literacy, knowledge and experience is interwoven with my research capabilities, I feel that I am uniquely suited to evaluate and apply future tools for on- and off-campus reference services. Podcasting, online tutorials, “shared” browsing sessions and troubleshooting network and hardware access issues are just a few of the areas in which my knowledge of technology helps to ensure our ability to provide effective information access.
Professional Development 

I continue to develop my abilities in a number of ways at Elmhurst College and beyond.  I have focused on attending pedagogical workshops offered by the college, such as the W.A.C. (Writing Across the Curriculum) workshop, Honors Program Development workshops, and Faculty Technology Workshops (in which librarians and other teaching faculty often collaborate). I have taken formal online instruction courses on several web development platforms (Dreamweaver, FrontPage) and our OPAC (online public access catalog) interface for the library’s collection. 

In the future I would like to concentrate on refining my pedagogy skills within the classroom, as well as adding new tools and techniques. Although I believe that I have made great progress in my information literacy sessions, I feel that I would benefit from additional instruction on classroom techniques and tools. I have especially benefited from opportunities in which the librarians and other teaching faculty have collaborated; this has provided me with new teaching examples, as well as feedback on some of my own techniques. 

Scholarship


In my 3-year professional career I have consistently produced an ever-increasing amount of scholarly work. I have presented informational poster sessions on five different occasions at state-wide and national conference venues. Three of these presentations were collaborative library group presentations at ACRL, ALA and IACRL conferences. In the last year I have presented two of my own separate projects at professional conferences; “Teaching Information Literacy Off-Campus: Challenges and Responses,” an informational best-practices model poster presentation on how to provide information literacy for students at off-site locations, and “Why Go it Alone? A Cooperative Collaboration Between Local Community Libraries,” a experiential-based poster presentation regarding collaborative efforts between local academic, public and school libraries in developing a computer-literacy skills program.

In addition to these presentations, I have my first article on “Academic Librarian Profiles” awaiting publication in January, and I have contributed several book reviews to E-STREAMS, a dedicated online book review website. I have also participated as a speaker in two panel discussions at workshops on information literacy and recruitment for libraries. I am currently writing an article expanding on one of my poster topics for submission to Journal of Library & Information Services in Distance Learning, and in the near future, I hope to facilitate a collaborative project between the College of DuPage and the A.C. Buehler library for presentation at a conference or workshop.
Service


Institutional service is especially important to librarians as an advocacy tool for the value and meaning of libraries in the 21st century. I view any service commitment as an opportunity to vocalize the library’s role in the campus and community, whether it be as a participant in the annual African-American Read-In, or supporting graduate library science students through practicum experience. We perform much of our service activities as librarians with a secondary motive; we constantly seek to demonstrate the vitality of the MLIS profession and recruit other future librarians. For the last three years, I have an ongoing speaking engagement at the College of DuPage LTA (Library Technical Assistant) program, where I talk about the changing nature of the library workplace, the job market, and the value of an advanced degree. 

I also serve as the Elmhurst College “Can-Do” representative for the library. This annual program gives me the chance to work with grade-school students and the differently-abled for disability awareness. Even in this setting, I feel I can provide community service while serving my goal of library advocacy. Differently-abled students often find library settings as sympathetic, adaptable, and viable as a future career choice.

I work outside the boundaries of the college as well, teaching computer literacy skills to patrons at the Elmhurst Public Library. This service gives me a chance to interact with the community in a public service setting and has given me crucial pedagogical experience, as well as exposing to the public library “ethos” of service-on-demand rather than the “teaching-library” methodology of my own institution. 


At this point in my academic career I believe I have created a good foundation on which to expand my librarianship, scholarship and service abilities. In the upcoming years, I expect to learn more about the big picture of faculty and campus organization at the college. I am now participating in four committees; the School for Advanced Learning, Committee on Committees, Judicial Appeals and Advising. This will increase my connections with fellow faculty members and expose me to other viewpoints and methodologies at the college. I have a strong desire to work closer with other faculty members in collaborative efforts if possible, and I plan to continue to develop as a teacher and as an advocate for the library’s role in the curriculum.
