Mike Gavin

Children’s Literature

10-15-‘02

The White Mountains


The personality of the characters throughout this novel changed. The personalities in this novel changed because of the overwhelming feelings that the characters had of the tripods that were going to attack. This overwhelming fear gave the ideas to Will and many other characters that they may not have as easy time dealing with these tripods. The tripods are similar to U.F.Os as explained in the book. These Tripods had three arms. One of these arms (or tentacles) would actually reach out and grab you, as you would be simply walking around similar to what Will was doing at the beginning of the novel. These tentacles would place a cap on a person that would cause someone to be brainwashed. There were two rumors that had been going around in Switzerland. One of these rumors stated that the tripods were developed by man to work for man, and later became man’s enemy by defeating man. The other rumor was that the tripods came from another world altogether. The repeating pattern of fear arose in many of the characters throughout the novel.


The significance of the title is that the white mountains are the place where the tripods settle. Beanpole, one of the characters that is extremely influential in direction throughout this book explains the significance of the white mountains and how best to travel there.


I felt that the books ending was somewhat strange since Will left the idea that he felt the tripods could be defeated one day. I figured that the tripods would be defeated since the ending was built up with such a miraculous upbringing of suspense. 


One of the decisions that Will made that was questionable was why would a character want to travel south to find the tripods already knowing that they could be capped if he were to travel that way. The setting of the book was presented realistically. Switzerland was described in great detail. Nature was described thoroughly giving an excellent description of the flowers and trees.


The portion of the book that makes me sad is where Eloise becomes capped, and she says to Will I cannot see you anymore since I have become capped. Will contemplates the idea of suicide, but realistically he knows that this idea is not a good decision to make for him. I thought for sure that Will and Eloise would stay together since the author had built up some of the romantic scenes to explain Will and Eloise’s relationship. Their split up was dumbfounding.


The discussion of the attack of the tripods on Will reminds me of The War of the Worlds. The machines in The War of the Worlds were similar to the tripods in The White Mountains. These machines are similar because of the fact that they both flew around and had tentacles on them that attached to people. The only difference between the two stories was that the machines in the The War of the Worlds killed people. The tripods capped people instead. The discussion of the accident in The White Mountains is similar to the plane crash on the island in Lord of the Flies because the children both feel somewhat perplexed about their situations about their difficulties. After the crash in The Lord of the Flies similar to the attack in The White Mountains both of the characters are confused by what they are to do next after the tragedies have taken place.

