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Response Questions to Pink and Say


In the story of Pink and Say I noticed there was a deep sensitivity involved between characters. The way that Pink and Mo Mo took care of Say was heart warming. The fact that Pink and Mo Mo brought Say into their home and took care of him during his time of need was somewhat astounding. Speaking on my own behalf, I cannot count the number of times on one hand in stories where black people during the Civil War would take in someone of another race and care for them when they were wounded. The fact that this was done and Say was asked to stay astounded me. This was beautiful. 


The thing that I question the most in the story of Pink and Say was the dialect. It was somewhat difficult for me to interpret at times. I could not understand some of the slang. 


This story made me somewhat sad when Mo Mo was shot and killed. The fact that some of the people during this time had to live in conditions similar to the way Mo Mo and Pink did was upsetting. It seemed as though they had to hide out most of the time from the south. The south wanted to keep blacks as slaves. The fact that they probably were constantly facing the dilemma causing this paranoia is unsettling. Knowing that doctors were not necessarily around most people in times of trouble during the Civil War is troublesome. The amounts of diseases and mental disorders caused by the impact of war must have had a sustaining impact in many people’s minds (such as past trauma).


Many other Civil War stories do not usually have a happy ending. This story definitely had one. Both Pink and Say ended up fighting on their own behalf for what they believed to be true. They showed courage and a forward progression that many people of their time would not have done on their own. The fact that they could do this showed a lot of character and spirit in these two people.  Many stories discuss the fact that soldiers are placed in war not by choice. Many stories discuss the fact that soldiers are placed in war not by choice, they have to fight against brothers, cousins, and uncles (making life miserable). This ending is somewhat different. It gives more of an understanding on situations in the Civil War. This paints a different picture, I believe, in the mindset of the viewer. The interpretation may be unsettling for some, but when this story is taken lightly without any objection the idea of interpretation becomes much more lenient to decipher. If one were to look at this story abstractly of course they would have difficulty in finding a proper way of seeing something. The story is not made up for much abstraction. The literal meaning when taken forwardly is rather simple and probably a good story for children.

