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The Wizard of Oz

By L. Frank Baum

The personality of the characters changed throughout the book. The scarecrow went from being sad and upset because he had no brain to an extremely happy person because he was nominated king of the Emerald City. The Tin Woodman became much more happy because he received his heart that he had wished to obtain. The lion went from being a coward to a courageous beast of the forest. It seemed that all of the characters showed some kind of courage by destroying something evil throughout the story or did something brave in order to help out the group as they went on their journey.  Dorothy was also one of the several characters that were extremely unhappy because she could not return home to Kansas. Her attitude drastically changed once she was able to return to Kansas. All of these characters definitely had reason to be unhappy since they either had no heart, brains, courage or a home. This could tend to pose a problem. The books title is significant because The Wizard of Oz is the person that Dorothy was told could send her home to Kansas.

There were plenty of decisions that a character made questionable. I felt it was strange that of all things the author could have possibly used to eliminate the wicked witch of the west he used water. I feel that this would have to be somewhat of an unrealistic occurrence. Another questionable thing as I was reading was the fact that some of the characters showed signs of obtaining the things that they wanted to posses. The lion showed courage before the wizard gave him courageousness; the Tin Woodman had heart before it was given to him by protecting the group from beasts. It was later found that the reason all of these characters had such a difficult time was due to the fact that they could not believe in themselves. It is later noted that the Wizard of Oz is actually a fluke. He really does not know how to cure people or heal people. The reason that these people feel better is their own confidence and faith in the wizard’s spells to cure. 

There are a number of portions of this book that make me somewhat sad. When the wizard of oz mentions to Dorothy that she will probably not be able to return home her emotional state makes me feel emptiness. I remember as a kid being lost in Disney World for probably fifteen minutes. I was horrified. I could not imagine being taken away in a gust from a tornado to a foreign land with munchkins and the sight of a witch who has been crushed by a house. I was somewhat horrified to read that the Tin Woodman actually hacked off the heads of beasts as well. I do not remember seeing that portion of the book in the movie. Maybe my mom turned off the television, or covered it up well so that I did not notice that anything was even occurring (as far as the beast getting decapitated). My feelings about all of the characters changed during this book. I appreciated every character much more as a result of reading this book because they all seemed to perform a heroic act except for Toto (Dorothy’s puppy). 

This book reminds me of the band Pink Floyd. The reason this novel pertains to Pink Floyd is due to the fact that from the first or second lion roar in The Wizard of Oz (the movie) one of the songs is played in unison with the movie making the outlook of the artists extremely similar in comparison.   

