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This timeless tale is enough to keep anyone’s imagination occupied for much longer than one afternoon.  The story actually takes place in the time frame of one afternoon, but encompasses many “queer” adventures.  Lewis Carroll masterfully uses the English language to his advantage throughout this book.  By manipulating language Carroll is capable of creating various events based on the English language.  Some readers may find the actual language and grammar of the book difficult to follow, but with a few careful reading this book will prove to be a wild adventure for the reader.


Carroll places strong emphasis on the main character Alice, especially in the area of language.  Throughout Alice’s dream she constantly questions the events taking place within her surroundings.  Alice’s constant curiosity is often what initiates these very events.  Alice persistently challenges all the situations within her dream.  At the beginning she meets a mouse while she is drowning in her own tears, and manages to offend him only to realize he is the only creature that can help her out of her own mess.  During this scene of the book, Carroll forces the reader to accept the fact that creatures can speak by portraying the animals that help Alice as heroes.  

The text is also filled with many poems and idioms.  These phrases and poems seem to appear every time Alice meets a new character, which could lead the reader to believe that the poems and idioms are the words and wisdom offered to Alice by each character.  Carroll also manages to place these changes in text at the sheer moment everything starts to seem normal and understandable.  

Although the talking animals in the story seem peculiar, Alice’s character deserves closer speculation.  Alice is portrayed as a little girl without an exact age.  She continuously allows her curious mind to control her, and yet she has a very difficult time revealing her identity to any other character in the story.  She does claim to be a child once throughout the entire story.  The reader can infer from the text that this story may actually be a coming of age story because of the drastic change Alice’s personality goes through from the beginning of the story to the end.   All through the story the animals reliably entertain and attempt to keep Alice out of trouble until the very end.  At the end of the story Carroll changes the roles of the characters, making Alice the heroine of the animals.  It is only at the end to book does Alice realize that she does not have to be afraid of the King and Queen.  It is then that Alice relies upon her knowledge, which she has been very anxious to prove, to defeat the uneducated defenses of the King and Queen.

The title “Alice in Wonderland” is a perfect fit for this story.  The title offers as a preface to the land Alice creates by her constant wondering.  Other readers may interpret the title literally, which would put Alice in a place called Wonderland.  It would be very interesting to research this title to possibly gain some insight about its original meaning.

This book is a fascinating piece of literature for all ages.  The characters are lively and full of wit and wisdom.  The story also is a great example of a story that scaffolds each experience to produce a clear revelation in the end.  Lewis Carroll proves to be a linguistic pioneer mastering the art literal and non-literal interpretations.  The style of this author was very enjoyable and should be welcomed by most readers again and again.   

