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After reading this spectacular historical fantasy book, I can see why it is hard to keep this book on school or public library shelves.  This book touches upon present day issues that are both culturally and age-appropriate for the intended audience.  I am usually not someone who enjoys a “true fantasy” novel; therefore this book was perfect for me because it can be considered a “realistic fantasy.”  Dan Gutman tells this tale through the eyes of an adolescent boy named Joe Stoshack who needs to learn a lesson about respect and dignity.  Gutman chooses to take the reader on a journey with Joe back to the year 1947, the first year African American men were allowed to play in the Major leagues.  Through this journey Joe not only learns a lesson on how to present and carry himself in a dignified fashion, but also about the horrible prejudices surrounding the 1940’s.  Joe experiences many new insights and a personal epiphany regarding appropriate behavior, throughout the book.

I truly enjoyed Gutman’s true to life character portrayals in this novel.  Using detailed descriptions, Gutman manages to bring his readers to the exact place and time he is writing about.  The characters in the book have rich qualities and are very easy to identify with while reading.  After traveling back in time to gather information about Jackie Robinson to create a report for African American history month, Joe uncovers what actually felt like experience prejudice first hand.  Gutman puts an unusual twist on Joe’s adventure by changing the color of his skin for the journey.  Through this transformation Joe gets to see how ugly discrimination was in the past.  Joe also discovers the true meaning of courage, which later transfers over to his personal life.

Overall, the book was extremely realistic, especially the beginning.  As an avid reader, I was able to see the foreshadowing in the first chapter, but for an adolescent the beginning chapters are a great stepping-stone for the moral of the story.  Gutman creates a realistic situation in which students of intermediate age can truly relate to.  There were parts in the book where the reader could definitely question the validity of the text, but because this is fantasy the writing style is acceptable.  

It was refreshing to finally read a book regarding discrimination without portraying the main character as being a racist.  Although Joe was a Caucasian boy, Gutman showed how he was being discriminated against for being of Polish descent.  The author also showed, clearly through examples, the proper and improper ways to show strength and courage.  All too often books dealing with issues such as prejudice and discrimination only highlight one point of view, while painting a very ugly picture of the other parties involved.  On the contrary, this novel showed all aspects of the situation from both sides showing the pleasant and not so pleasant attributes each character had to offer.  

Jackie and Me also serves as historical adventure because most of the information in the novel is true.  The fantasy of the story is mostly held in the actual time travel powers Joe possesses.  Ideally, this novel was probably geared for boys because of it’s sports theme, but should not be limited to only males because many females could definitely benefit from the moral lesson as well as the real world connections.  Jackie and Me is a great alternative to the many high fantasy novels available to readers.

