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I had always considered myself a well-rounded reader until I began the wonderful journey of exploring the different genres of children’s literature.  During this class I have gathered an immense amount of information that I will benefit my classroom and myself in future years to come.  Some highlights for the semester included; the presentations by Ann Carlson and Penny Manziara, reading Harry Potter, and hearing the oral responses about so many great books. I can also proudly admit that I have become much more conscience of the illustrations used in children’s books because of this class.  I can clearly identify what a double-page spreads, vignettes, and single illustrations.

This class has definitely changed my literature preferences.  My eyes have been opened to other genres of literature that I had never explored before.  I did reinforce many of my previous preferences, but I have grown a fondness for fantasy literature.  I cannot wait to find the time to read the remaining books of the Harry Potter series.  

I envision myself using the literature lists that I received in this class often throughout my teaching.  I was engaged in reading many fantastic books that I cannot wait to share with my students.  From taking this class, I have developed a rich selection of literature, which I will use and strive to make richer for my students.  I am a strong advocate of choice; therefore I want to present my students with a wide variety of choices for reading materials.  This class has definitely provided me with a very good beginning for my journey. 

