
  Acad Dept/HIS Advising Notes 17FA 

Advising Notes for  

Inside Scoop on this major [in terms of advising and registration]: 

- Although HIS 301/302 are upper-level courses, they are intro classes in American History, and are 
appropriate for freshmen.   

- HIS 112 covers the second half of western civilization (Renaissance/Reformation and onward), but 
can be taken independently of HIS 111.  (In other words, students can take 112 without having 
already taken 111). 

- HIS 302 covers the second half of American History (post-Civil War and onward), but can be taken 
independently of HIS 301.  (In other words, students can take 302 without having already taken 
301). 

Tips for students interested in the following career areas (other than education): 

For each of the following fields, students should consider taking any HIS course(s) that pertain to their area of 
interest. (i.e. if they are interested in European History, they should consider taking the intro western civ courses 
111 and 112, but also HIS 312 Modern Britain, HIS 343 Medieval History, etc.) 
 

- Museum Science - Suggested courses to register for: 
• HIS 451 Seminar in Historiography (Jterm) 

 
- Library Science (MLS eventually required) – Suggested courses to register for: 

• HIS 451 Seminar in Historiography (Jterm) 
• MTH 345 Elementary Statistics 

 
- Professional Research – Suggested courses to register for: 

• HIS 451 Seminar in Historiography (Jterm) 
• HIS 492 Independent Research  
• MTH 345 Elementary Statistics 

 
- MA/PhD in History – Suggested courses register for: 

• Students are advised to study at least one foreign language. The requirements of 
universities vary, but they usually include a reading knowledge of one or more languages. 
The necessary languages are determined by the specific areas of history. 

 
- Law School – 

• Any major is appropriate for law school, though the American Bar Association notes that "a 
broad understanding of history," among many other areas of knowledge, might be helpful to 
a legal education.  Such a broad understanding can be acquired a number of ways.  Check 
with the pre-law program for further information about preparation for law school.   

 
 

Students are welcome to make an appt with me to learn more about this major. 

Dr. Robert Butler, robb@elmhurst.edu (630)617-3711 
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