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Advising Notes for  

 

Inside Scoop on this major [in terms of advising and registration]: 

• Students majoring in philosophy gain a broad-based understanding of the field through courses in 
reasoning and ancient, modern, and contemporary philosophy.  

• Philosophy students score higher on the GRE and LSAT major than any other humanities major.  

• The course requirements are not too heavy, and are heavily represented in the ECIC, which makes 
philosophy an ideal second major, and makes it easier for transfer students and students interested in 
the 3+3 program with John Marshall Law School to major in philosophy. 

• Philosophy majors are prepared for a wide range of careers, including policy, law, education, 
psychology, theology, or in philosophy itself. Specifically, philosophy majors may prepare for: 

o Careers in law. The focus on logic, reasoning, and argumentation makes philosophy an ideal 
major for those planning legal careers.  

o Corporate/business professions. Philosophy students excel in the trifecta of reading, writing, 
and problem solving, making them especially marketable to business start-ups, as well as 
preparing them overall for success in business settings. 

o Medical ethics. There is a growing need for philosophers to work as ethicists in hospitals and 
other medical settings. 

o Research analysis. Many businesses and governmental entities are particularly interested in 
philosophy majors because of their excellent reading and writing skills, their ability to do 
critical analysis, and their ability to formulate strong arguments.  

o Graduate study in cognitive science or related fields. Philosophy helps students deal with the 
difficult conceptual issues involved in understanding the mind, and through Profs. Hirstein 
and Sifferd’s research, the EC philosophy department has a special emphasis in philosophy 
of mind. 

 

The 2+2 Program 

Thanks to a new partnership between Elmhurst College and the College of DuPage, COD students can now 
transfer seamlessly to Elmhurst to earn both an associate of arts and a bachelor of arts in philosophy in four 
years. 

Through the new 2+2 program, COD students will be guided through an academic plan to ensure a smooth 
transition. Students may transfer up to 70 hours of credit to Elmhurst, including 12 to 16 semester hours of 
philosophy coursework. 
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Participants in the 2+2 program who plan to earn a law degree may also choose to participate in Elmhurst’s 
partnership with The John Marshall Law School. Under this plan, students would earn associate, bachelor’s 
and JD degrees in just six years. 

 


