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WHAT IS NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION?
New Student Orientation is a two-day required orientation program 
for all incoming first-year students at Elmhurst. It’s designed to ease 
your transition to college life and to get you thinking about your 
principles and values.

WHEN AND WHERE DOES IT HAPPEN?
New Student Orientation will be held virtually from Friday, Aug. 28, 
through Saturday, Aug. 29. Due to concern around COVID-19, New 
Student Orientation has been moved to an online platform. Specific 
session information will be sent via email closer to the end of August. 

View the full schedule at elmhurst.edu/orientation.

WHAT’S ON THE VIRTUAL SCHEDULE?
New Student Orientation offers action-packed virtual days of fun 
activities, in-depth discussions and more! Here are just a few of our 
scheduled events:

• Meeting with your First-Year Seminar faculty

• A simulation game called “Budget or Bust”

• Conversations about living your values and being a university 
student

• An ice-breaker that introduces you to your first-year class

• Guest speakers who share topics close to our school values

Your Elmhurst Journey
Begins Here



First-Year Virtual 
Orientation Overview
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
1:00–1:20 p.m.       Opening Welcome
1:20–1:45 p.m.        New Student Convocation
1:45–2:10 p.m.        Meet Your Orientation Student Leader
2:10–2:30 p.m.       BREAK
2:30–3:30 p.m.      Commuter and Floor Meetings
3:30–4:00 p.m.     First Year Seminar Intro
4:00–4:30 p.m.     Niebuhr Legacy
4:30–6:00 p.m.     BREAK
6:00–7:00 p.m.     Online Playfair
7:00–8:00 p.m.     Choose Aloha, Speaker Kevin Wanzer
8:00–9:00 p.m.    Virtual Social Hour

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
Virtual Family Session
10:00–11:00 a.m.                Welcome to the Bluejay Family!

Virtual Student Schedule
1:00–1:15 p.m.        Group Meetings
1:15–2:15 p.m.          Budget or Bust
2:15–2:45 p.m.        Values Ranking
2:45–3:00 p.m.      BREAK
3:00–3:30 p.m.     College 101
3:30–4:45 p.m.      Building Inclusive Communities, 
                                             Rev. Dr. Jamie Washington
4:45–5:30 p.m.      Campus Life Conversation
5:30–6:00 p.m.                   “Welcome to the Nest” Trivia
6:00–7:30 p.m.      BREAK
7:30–8:00 p.m.     Optional Session: Finding Your Spirit at Elmhurst
8:00–9:00 p.m.                 Virtual Social Hour

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
Afternoon                Honors Orientation*
Evening                   Residence Hall Roommate Agreement Meeting**

*The Honors Program will reach out to students participating in this program with a 
specific meeting time.

**Session is specifically for students living on campus. Resident Advisers will contact 
residents with a specific meeting time.



WHAT IS THE FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR?
The First-Year Seminar is a required, full-credit course that you’ll take 
during your first term as an Elmhurst student. Courses have various 
topics from “Finding my Path” to “Dreams and the Dreamer.”

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Each seminar takes an in-depth and interdisciplinary look at different 
topics. From climate change to the role of art in society, course 
topics address the real world in all its complexity. As you engage 
in discussion with your instructors and classmates, you’ll reflect 
on issues of meaning and values, and start to make connections 
between what you do in the classroom and what you might do in the 
larger world.

WHO TEACHES THE SEMINARS?
You’ll have two instructors: a full-time Elmhurst faculty member and 
a College Life Coach. It’s a collaborative effort that supports your 
personal growth as well as your academic development.

WHAT IS A COLLEGE LIFE COACH?
A College Life Coach is a full-time professional staff member who 
works with students to help them achieve their personal and 
academic goals, provides in the campus community and provide 
support in various other areas. Students have this Coach all four 
years to help ensure their success. 

HOW DOES THE SEMINAR RELATE TO NEW  
STUDENT ORIENTATION?
There is a direct connection between New Student Orientation 
and the First-Year Seminar. For starters, you will be in a First-Year 
Seminar with the same group of students who supported you 
through New Student Orientation. Your seminar instructors will be 
part of your New Student Orientation experience as well. Together, 
these two experiences provide you with an instant community and a 
powerful head start on college life.

First-Year Seminar


