
Elmhurst University STEM Academy Schedule - Tentative 

 Theme: STEM in a Challenging World 

July 21- August 1, 2025 

WEEK ONE: July 21- 25 

 

 

 

Time 

Schedule 

Monday 7/21 

 

STEM  

Tuesday 7/22 

 

Student Application 

& Support 

 
Faculty-TA 

Mentoring/Project 

Design & Research/Peer 

Collaboration/ 

Assignment Completion 

Wednesday 7/23 

 

STEM  

 

Thursday 7/24 

 

Student Application 

& Support 

 
Faculty-TA 

Mentoring/Project 

Design & Research/Peer 

Collaboration/ 

Assignment Completion 

Friday 7/25 

 

STEM  

 

CORE Session 

1 

9:00- 

10:30am 

8:15-9am: Welcome 

Parents & Students 

Topic: Safety 
Procedures- John 
Escalante 
 

Opening Remarks by  

 Dr. Courtney Miller, Vice-

President for Academic 

Affairs and Dean of the 

Faculty,  

 

Course:  Math (MTH 

110-20/21) 

 

Faculty: Dr. Evans 

Afenya, Professor of 

9:00-10:00  

Topic: Library 

Research and Skill 

Development  

 

Faculty: Jennifer 

Paliatka, Library 

Research, Associate 

Professor of Library 

Science, Elmhurst 

University 

 

 

Location: Library 

Course:  Math (MTH 

110-20/21) 

 

Faculty: Dr. Evans Afenya, 

Professor of Mathematics, 

Elmhurst University 

 

TAs: Andrew Fisher, 

Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 

Biagi 

 

 

 

Location: DA 213 

 

9:00-10:00 
Topic: Psychology 
 
Faculty: Dr. Kathy 
Sexton-Radek, 
Professor of 
Psychology, Elmhurst 
University 

 

Location: DA 213 

Course:  Math (MTH 110-

20/21) 

 

Faculty: Dr. Evans Afenya, 

Professor of Mathematics, 

Elmhurst University 

 

TAs: Andrew Fisher, 

Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 

Biagi 

 

 

 

Location: DA 213 

 



Mathematics, Elmhurst 

University 

 

TAs: Andrew Fisher, 

Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 

Biagi 

 

 

 

Location: DA 

Lounge/DA 213 

 

10:00-10:30 

Topic: Meet your 

Mentor 

 
Tas: Andrew Fisher, 
Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 
Biagi 

Content: Getting to know 

your TA 
Activities: TA Small group 

Assignments 
CORE Session 2 

10:45-12:15pm 
2 sessions of 

Biology, Physics, 

Computer 

Science,  

Chemistr, or 

Psychy 

 

 

Workshop: Biology 1 

 

 

Faculty: Dr. Rohan 

Mehta, Assistant 

Professor of Biology, 

Elmhurst University. 
 

 

  
TAs: Andrew Fisher, 
Ariana Hurtado, 
Sarina Biagi 
 

Location: SC 

Topic: Physics  

 

Physics and the Universe 

 

Faculty: Dr. Brian Wilhite, 

Associate Professor of 

Physics & Dean of STM, 

Elmhurst University  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: SC 

Math (MTH 110-20/21) 
 
Topic: History of Math 
and Numeration 
Systems 
 
Faculty: Dr. Allen 
Rogers, Professor of 
Mathematics, Elmhurst 
University 

 

 

 

TAs: Andrew Fisher, 

Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 

Biagi 

 

 

Location: DA 213 

 

 Homework Review and 

Team Building Activities 

 

Facilitated by Teacher 

Assistants (TAs) 

Workshop: Computer 

Science 1 

 

Faculty: Drs. David Brown 

& Dean Jensen 

Assistant Professors of 

Computer Science, 

Elmhurst University 

 

 

 

TAs 
 

DA 211/212 



12:15-1:15pm 

LUNCH 

BREAK 

     

ENCORE 

Session 3 1:15-

2:30pm 

Topic: Math 

 

 

Presenter(s): TA 

s 

1:15 – 2:15pm 

Topic: Preparing for 

College 

 

Presenter: Ms. Christine 

Grenier/Ms. Michelle 

Adams, Admissions, 

Elmhurst University 

 

2:15 – 3:00pm 

Topic: Study Skills & 

Time Management 

 

Presenter: Dr. Linda 

Harrell 

1:15 – 2:15pm 

Topic: NASA 

Presentation 

Presenter: Mr. James 

Kovac, NASA 

Ambassador 

1:15 – 2:15pm 
Math (MTH 110-20/21) 
 
Topic: Statistics 
 
Faculty: Dr. Abigail Hoit, 
Associate Professor of 
Mathematics, Elmhurst 
University 
 
2:15 – 3:00pm 

Collaborative Research 

Clusters 

 
TAs: Andrew Fisher, 
Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 
Biagi 

 

DA 213 

Topic:  Careers in the 

Mathematical, 

Physical, Biomedical, 

and Health Sciences 

 

Zoom 
ENCORE 

Session 4 

2:30-3:00pm 

Self-Evaluation/ 

Journals/Discussion 

Board/Goal-Setting 

 

 

TAs: Andrew 
Fisher, Ariana 
Hurtado, Sarina 
Biagi 
 

2:15 – 3:00pm 

Collaborative Research 

Clusters 

 
TAs: Andrew Fisher, 
Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 
Biagi 

 

DA 213 

Self-

Evaluation/Journals/Disc

ussion Board/Goal 

Setting/ Collaborative 

Clusters 

 

 

TAs 

 

 

DA 213 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



WEEK TWO: July 28 - August 1 
 

 

Time 

Schedule 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 7/28 

       STEM 

Tuesday, 7/29 

Student Application 

& Support 

 
Faculty-TA 

Mentoring/Project 

Design & Research/Peer 

Collaboration/ 

Assignment Completion 
 

Wednesday, 7/30 

          STEM  

Thursday, 7/31 

Student Application 

& Support 

 
Faculty-TA 

Mentoring/Project 

Design & Research/Peer 

Collaboration/ 

Assignment Completion 

Friday, 8/1 

STEM  

CORE 

Session 1 

9:00- 

10:30am 

Course:  Math (MTH 

110-20/21) 

 

Faculty: Dr. Evans 

Afenya, Professor of 

Mathematics, Elmhurst 

University 

 

TAs: Andrew Fisher, 

Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 

Biagi 

 

 

 

Location: DA 213 

Team Building facilitated 

by Teacher Assistants 

(TAs) 

 

 

(Possible consultation with 

Jennifer Paliatka  for 

research support follow-

up) 

 

Course: Math (MTH 110-

20/21) 

 

Faculty: Dr. Evans Afenya, 

Professor of Mathematics, 

Elmhurst University 

 

TAs: Andrew Fisher, 

Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 

Biagi 

 

 

 

Location: DA 213 

9:00-10:00  

Topic: Research 

Presentation Dress 

Rehearsal 

 

Faculty: Jennifer Paliatka 

Library  

 

10:00-10:30  

Homework support 

facilitated by TAs 

 

Course:  Math (MTH 110-

20/21) 

 

Faculty: Dr. Evans Afenya, 

Professor of Mathematics, 

Elmhurst University 

 

TAs: Andrew Fisher, 

Ariana Hurtado, Sarina 

Biagi 

 

 

 

Location: DA 213 



CORE 

Session 2 

10:45-

12:15pm 
 

 

Workshop: Chemistry 1 

Faculty: Dr. Colleen 

Munro-Leighton, 

Assistant Professor of 

Chemistry, Elmhurst 

University  

 

TAs 
 

SC 224 

Workshop: Computer 

Science 2 

Faculty: Drs. David Brown 

& Dean Jensen 

Assistant Professors of 

Computer Science, 

Elmhurst University 

 

 

TAs 

 

DA 211/212 

Workshop: Chem 2 

Faculty: Dr. Colleen 

Munro-Leighton, Assistant 

Professor of Chemistry, 

Elmhurst University  

 

 

TAs  
 

 

SC 224 
 

Workshop: Biology 2 

Faculty:  Dr. Rohan 

Mehta, Assistant Professor 

of Biology, Elmhurst 

University 

 

Topic: Psych or 

EthnoMath 
 

Plus Program Evaluation 

 

TAs 

 

 

 

 

DA 213 

 

 
12:15-

1:00pm 

LUNCH 

BREAK 

     

ENCORE 

Session 3 

1:00-2:30pm 

Topic: Career 

Exploration:  

 

Faculty: Dr. Jeanne 

White, Professor of 

Education, Elmhurst 

University 

 

 

1:15 – 2:15pm 
Math (MTH 110-20/21) 
Dr. Abigail Hoit 
 
Topic: Statistics 
 
TAs 
DA 213  
 
Math Issues 
 
TAs 

Topic: STEM Teaching 

at the Secondary Level 

 

Faculty: Dr. Theresa 

Robinson, Associate 

Professor, Elmhurst 

University 

Research Presentation 

Prep 

facilitated by the TAs 

Student Presentations 

and Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing remarks: Dr. 

Troy VanAken or Dr. 

Brian Wilhite 

ENCORE 

Session 4 

2:30-3:00pm 

Self-

Evaluation/Journals/Di

scussion Board/Goal 

Setting/ Collaborative 

Clusters 

 

Math Issues 

 

TAs 



TAs 

 

 


